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Report upon the Working of the Registration and Marriage Acts, 
during the two years 1837-38 and 1838-39, in the Registration 
District of Manchester. By Wm. Johns, M.D., Superintendent- 
Registrar. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, on the IHth May 1840.] 

The township of Manchester comprises an area of probably more than 
1500 statute acres, and contains a population of above 200,000 souls. 
Its boundaries are well defined, and its inhabitants are densely crowded. 
As a matter of great interest to all classes of politicians, and equally 
to the mercantile as to the philanthropic portions of the community, 
the vital statistics of every important town claims a separate notice, 
and the details will be considered deserving of grave attention. The 
working of the Registration and Marriage Acts is not only beneficial to 
the existing population, but, as the system is perfected, will become 
still more important to generations yet unborn. The advantages of 
such a measure, embracing the interests of the entire community, and 
guaranteeing equally the rights of the richest and poorest, are obvious. 
To point out therefore, in this place, any one benefit in particular is 
unnecessary ; unless it be that an authentic and an unquestionable 
legal record of marriages, births, and deaths, certificates of which may 
be obtained at any time, without delay, and comparatively without 
expense, is absolutely indispensable in a well organized State. The 
present law provides for this necessity. It is surprising that England, 
notwithstanding the high degree of civilization which it has attained, 
should have been, until the year 1837, destitute of the advantages of so 
important an institution. That the system is perfect no one will 
contend. It is still in its infancy, not being quite three years old ; and, 
notwithstanding the opposition which at first was offered by interested 
parties, and the prejudices of others, both which kinds of hostility have 
now subsided, the First Report of the Registrar-General, presented to 
Parliament last year, is a satisfactory indication of what may be ex- 
pected, when the machinery of the system is perfected. 

In directing attention to the subjoined Tables, it should be observed, 
that they refer exclusively to the township of Manchester. In the 
returns of the Registrar- General made to Parliament, Manchester is 
included in a division embracing several adjoining districts; among 
which is the contiguous town of Salford, with 21 other townships or 
chapelries, covering a space of 37,797 acres, and containing a popu- 
lation of 236,935 persons. The area of Manchester proper is variously 
estimated : by one authority (the Population Returns), it is reckoned to 
contain 1,480 statute acres, by a second it is stated at 1,577 acres. 
The population in 1831 is stated to have been 142,026. The annual 
rate of increase from 1821 to 1831 was 3" 15 per cent.; therefore, at the 
same rate of increase, the population in June 1838 (the mean of the 
period observed in the Tables) would be 173,271. But the population, 
if reckoned by the return of deaths, is 296,000 ; and if by the return of 
births, 212,000; the mean is 254,000, which, notwithstanding the 
uncertain data, will be found tolerably correct. The annual rate of 
mortality was 2 "92 per cent, in 1837-38, a little higher than in the 
metropolis. The subjoined Tables embrace a period of two years, 
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ending 30th June, whilst those given in the Parliamentary Report 
exhibit only the returns of the first year. 

Births. — The number of births registered during the first year was 
5,458 (males 2,792, females 2,666), and during the second year 6,358 
(males 3,303, females 3,055) ; being an increase of 900 in the second 
year. The proportion of males to females is as 51*6 to 48 '4, giving 
an excess of male births 3" 16, or rather more than 3 )■ per cent. 

Plurality of Births. — During the two years there were, in 11,816 
births, only 1 case of triplets, and 127 of twins, viz., 60 in the first, 
and 67 in the second year. The twins are in the ratio of 1 " 07 in 
every 100, or nearly 10' 8 in 1000. Cuvier estimated the average of 
twin births at 2 in 1000. 

Deaths. — The registered deaths during the first year amounted to 
5,611, and in the second year to 6,234, being an increase in the latter 
of 623. The males in the two years amounted to 6,174, the females to 
5,67 1 . The proportion of male to female deaths is as 52 • 1 to 47 ' 9, being 
an excess of 4* 24, or nearly 4£ per cent., while the excess of male over 
female births is 3*16 or 3f per cent. ; so that although within a given 
period more males than females are born, there is also within the same 
period a greater proportion of male deaths than of male births. In the 
Manchester district, the excess of male deaths above male births is 1,082 
in every 1000. 

Comparative Deficiency in the number of Births registered. — The 
average proportion of births to deaths throughout the kingdom has 
been estimated as 28 to 20 in 1000 of the population. The births 
registered in the Manchester district during the first year were to deaths 
as 19* 45 to 20 ; in the second year as 20*39 to 20. Although there- 
fore the registry of births is becoming more general, yet the births 
registered annually do not bear a proper proportion to the actual number 
of births. The registry of deaths is obligatory, but that of births is to 
a certain extent optional, and is consequently neglected. Until therefore 
the registration be made compulsory in both cases, no certain or satis- 
factory results with regard to the increment of the population can be 
obtained. 

Coroners' Inquests. — The number of inquests held during two years 
in Manchester was 561, being in the proportion of 4*73 in every 100 
deaths. 

Deaths in Public Institutions. — There were 520 deaths jn the in- 
firmary during the two years ; 427 in the fever wards, and 550 in the 
workhouse j or in the proportions respectively of 4*39, 3 '60, and 4*64 
per cent. In the whole number of deaths occurring in Manchester 
during two years, viz., 11,845, there were 1,497, equal to 12' 63 or 12j 
in every 100 deaths, which took place in institutions supported at the 
public expense. 

Diseases. — On comparing the diseases of the two years as given in 
Table V., it will be found that epidemic and contagious diseases occupy a 
large proportion. In 18 of the principal diseases there is a difference 
in the aggregates of" each year. In the first year the number in pro- 
portion to the total deaths was as 78*61 to 100, and in the second year 
as 79*93. There is however a still greater difference in the distri- 
bution of the diseases in the two periods. Deaths from consumption 
were about 2 per cent, less in the second year than in the preceding. 
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Small-pox was slightly increased. The great and striking increment 
was in measles, the mortality from which was as high as 9 '91 in the 
latter, aud only 1 • 84 in the former year. Hooping-cough and scarlet 
fever were also more fatal in the second year. As these are for the 
most part diseases of early life, their prevalence will account for the 
increased mortality among children during the second registration year, 
which appears in the Table of ages. The total number of deaths from 
small-pox, measles, hooping-cough, and scarlet fever, in the first year 
was 9 "87, or nearly one-tenth of the whole number of deaths ; in the 
second year the proportion was increased to 22-- 52, or more than one- 
fifth of the whole mortality ; consequently the deaths of grown-up 
persons in the second year are comparatively fewer than in the first. 
These diseases prevailed chiefly in the Ancoats and St. George's dis- 
tricts, localities most favourable to their development and propagation. 

The following Table shews the corresponding proportions of deaths 
from epidemic and contagious diseases during each of the two years : — 



Diseases. 


Proportion per Cent. 


1837-38 


1838-39 


Small-pox . 
Measles 
Scarlatina . 
Croup .... 
Hooping-cough . 
Diarrhoea . 
Fever .... 

Total . . 


6-38 
1-84 
0-37 
1-57 
1-28 
2-74 
9-18 


6-48 

9-yi 

2-17 
0-93 
3-96 
1-40 
5-55 


23-36 


30-40 



The mortality from fever was two-fifths less in the second year. The 
greater number of deaths from this cause occur in the fever wards, 
which are situated in the London-road district. The returns of deaths 
from the Market-street ward are greater comparatively than from any 
other of the registration districts. The infirmary and workhouse are 
situated in this district ; consequently many deaths take place therein 
of persons not previously dwelling in the district, but in the surrounding 
neighbourhood. Hence, in forming a calculation as to the numbers of 
the population from the number of deaths, it becomes impracticable as 
regards this district, because the previous residence of the persons 
deceased is not generally stated in the registry. The same difficulty 
exists with respect to the London-road district. It follows that for the 
purpose of accurate results as regards the registration of births and 
deaths, not only ought both to be enforced, but in cases of death the 
place of the previous residence of the deceased should be inserted in the 
registry. 

Ages at the time of Death. — It had long been generally supposed 
that the number of deaths in proportion to the population was greater 
in large manufacturing districts than in other less populous neigh- 
bourhoods. Until the returns made under the Registration Act were 
published, it was impossible to determine with accuracy what was the 
proportion, or at what ages the mortality was the greatest. Even now 
we can attain to certain information only as to the comparative numbers 
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of deaths at given ages. This however answers a useful purpose, as 
it affords the means of comparing the mortality in the distinct localities 
of the same district with the returns of deaths from different sections 
of other large towns. 

With regard, first, to the comparative mortality in the several districts 
of Manchester : there are five registrar's districts, viz., Ancoats, the 
chief seat of the cotton mills ; St. George's, containing a large portion 
of the Irish population ; Deansgate ; London-road ; and Market-street ; 
the last three constituting the more ancient and principal parts of the town. 

The results of the first year's registration are stated in the following 
Table:— 





Per-centage Proportion of Deaths at different Ages to the Total 


Districts. 






Mortality 


n 1837-33. 




















Under 


From 3 


From 6 


From 16 


From 26 


From 51 




3 years. 


to 5. 


to 15. 


to 25. 


to 50. 


to 70. 


Ancoats . . 


50-16 


9-62 


6-08 


4-52 


14-97 


10-52 


St. George's 


48-06 


9-03 


4-98 


6-30 


16-61 


10-18 


Deansgate . 


41-85 


9-28 


5-36 


6-09 


20-20 


13-28 


London-road . 


38-72 


6-82 


4-02 


9.06 


25-53 


11-50 


Market-street . 


25-76 


6-54 


6-23 


9-84 


28-77 


16- 



Hence it appears that the number of deaths under 6 years is 
greatest in Ancoats, and fewest in Market-street ; and the difference is 
very great, viz., 27 \ per cent.* From 6 to 26, the deaths are more 
numerous in Market-street, and fewer in Ancoats, by a difference of 
nearly 5^ per cent. Above 26 and under 51 the deaths in Ancoats are 
nearly 15, and in Market-street nearly 29 per cent. Above 70 the 
deaths in Ancoats and Market-street respectively are as 10 J to 16 per cent. 

The second year (1838-39) was still more fatal to young children, 
owing principally to the prevalence of measles. It will be sufficient, 
for the confirmation of the general facts, to state that the same ine- 
qualities, but in somewhat different proportions, owing to the excess of 
mortality among children, is found to exist in both years. The following 
examples will suffice : — 



Districts. 


Per-centage Proportion of Deaths 

at different Ages to the Total 

Mortality in 1838-39. 


Under 
6 years. 


From 6 
to 25. 


From 26 
to 70. 


Ancoats 
St. George's 
Deansgate . 
London-road . 
Market-street . 


65-14 
66-43 
58-66 
54-64 
40-76 


10-81 
9-19 
11-95 
13-30 
11-77 


20-37 
20-90 
26-05 
28-65 
39-65 



With regard, secondly, to the comparative mortality in Manchester 

* It lias been suggested that this difference may be in part owing to the cir- 
cumstance, that Market-street district contains a large number of warehouses and 
shops tenanted only by adult apprentices and warehousemen, and that conse- 
quently the proportion of children residing in it and subject to casualties is 
considerably below that existing in the Ancoats district. 
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and other towns, the following results are highly interesting. The 
returns here quoted for England and Wales, for the Metropolis and for 
Birmingham, are calculated from the Tables published in the Registrar- 
General's First Report for 1837-38 ; those for Liverpool are for the 
entire year 1838, from a paper published by Mr. Boardman, the 
Superintendent-Registrar of that district; those for Manchester are 
contained in the first Table of ages. 







Percentage Proportion of Deaths 

at different Ages.to the Total 

Mortality. 




Under 

4 years. 


From 4 
to 16. 


From 16 
to 21. 


England and Wales 
Metropolis 
Birmingham . 


• 


37-08 
38-13 
41-08 
43-64 
44-46 


9-75 
8-42 
9-64 
9-95 
9-50 


3-67 
2-47 
3-93 
2-76 
3-27 


Manchester . . 


• 



Thus, although the proportion of deaths under 4 years in Manchester 
is nearly 1 per cent, greater than in Liverpool, and about 3-J- greater 
than in Birmingham, yet the deaths between 4 and 21 years are just 
the same as in Liverpool, and nearly 1 per cent, less than in Birming- 
ham. 

The difference of mortality in these several districts has not hitherto 
been satisfactorily explained. The mortality during the first year of 
age was greatest in Birmingham ; Manchester at this age ranking less 
than in Birmingham by 5 per cent., and 1 per cent, less than in 
London. 

It is only however in the second year of life that any great difference 
commences. Manchester is nearly 7 * 7 higher than Birmingham, and 
nearly 6" 4 above London. Liverpool is a small fraction under Man- 
chester. The comparative mortality of both Birmingham and Man- 
chester is greatest at this age. 

If we are to ascribe the mortality in these places to the factory or 
manufacturing system, it must not be to the working of infants, but to 
some other cause. The periods in which young persons are employed 
in the workshops or factories of Europe are not between 1 and 5 years 
of age, but between 10 and 21. Now.it is proved that the deaths 
from 6 to 21 inclusive, are, in the Metropolis, 7*7 per cent. ; in Man- 
chester, 9 • 4 per cent. ; and in Birmingham, 1 1 • 1 per cent. So that, 
in fact, whilst in Birmingham about 34 infants in every 100 die in the 
first year, in Manchester the deaths are not 29 in every 100 at the same 
age ; and, in those periods when persons between infancy and adult 
age are likely to be employed in manufactories or factories, the returns 
give an equally favourable result in the following order : — in the Me- 
tropolis 8, in Manchester 9£, and in Birmingham above 1 1 per cent., 
of deaths of persons between the ages of 6 and 21 years. 

The great mortality among children under 2 years of age is not 
directly chargeable to the factory system. The mortality between 16 
and 20 is greater in Birmingham than in Manchester, for those are the 
two places especially contrasted. To what cause, therefore, may it be 

o 2 
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attributed ? To no one in particular. The manners and habits of the 
people have much to do with it. That some localities are less healthy 
than others there can be no doubt. The most plausible reason which 
I can find, is, not that the youtha die in factories, but that very young 
children are, under the existing system, not sufficiently taken care of by 
the mothers — both as regards themselves during gestation, and their 
offspring after child-birth. The women, during pregnancy, continue 
as long as possible at their work, and after child-birth return to it 
sooner than they ought, leaving their infants to the cure of ill-paid and 
unsuitable persons. Nor ought we to omit, that soothing drugs, such 
as the well-known nostrum, Godfrey's Cordial, are often had recourse 
to, with a view to ease the pains and to quiet the restlessness of infants ; 
and it is perhaps to this improper use of narcotics that the frequent 
deaths from convulsions may be attributed. However desirable it may 
be, on other grounds, to regulate the labour of youths in factories, 
it is still more expedient, that mothers should not, if possible, be 
abstracted from attention to their helpless infants, particularly during 
the periods of lactation and teething. 

Marriages. — The number of marriages in the churcr-es during the first 
year was 3,045, and in other places 186 ; in the second year, 3,155 in 
the churches, and in other places 212; exhibiting au increase in the 
second year of 1 10 in churches, and of 26 in other places. The greatest 
number of marriages was in the December and September quarter of 
each year, the per-centage proportion being 30 and 24*8 ; the least in 
March and June quarters, each being nearly equal to 23 per cent. 
The proportion of church-marriages to marriages elsewhere is 93 * 58 to 
6 "42 per cent. In every 100 marriages there were solemnized by 
license 9 '66; by Superintendent -Registrar's certificate 6 '30, and 
by banns 84 * 4. The number of marriages in church without banns and 
by Superintendent- Registrar's certificate was 0'58 percent. Among 
every 100 persons married 14 25 were minors. 

Marks and Signatures as indicating the state of Education. — The 
number of persons writing their names in the Registry of Births during 
the first year, compared with the number signing by marks, was as 
38*15 to 61 85; and during the second year as 39 • 53 to 60*47; the 
average was as 38 '84 to 61* 16. Of persons signing the Registry of 
Deaths, 39 '66 signed their names, and 60 '34 their marks, in the first 
year ; and during the second year, the signatures to marks were as 
42" 19 to 57' 81 ; the average proportion of the two years was as 40*93 
to 59-07. 

There is therefore a difference in the class of persons signing the 
Registry of Births from those signing the Registry of Deaths ; in the 
former case the marks form 61 ■ 16 per cent, of the whole number, and 
in the latter case 59 "07, a difference of about 2 per cent., owing, most 
likely, to the more frequent Registry of Births by the mothers, and 
shewing that these are less able to write. 

Uniting the births and deaths, the signatures are to marks as 39 '8 to 
60' 2 ; exhibiting a lamentable deficiency in the state of public education, 
when only 40 persons in 100 are found capable of attesting some of the 
most important events in civil society, by signing their own names. 

The calculation shews an improvement in the second year, though it 
is but slight and may be merely accidental. In the state of education 
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in the different districts there is a yet more marked difference. In 
Ancoats the proportion of signatures is only 26 per cent., or nearly 
3 out of 4 persons are incapable of writing. In London -road 34, in 
St. George's 43, in Deansgate 44, and in Market -street nearly 60 
per cent. It is not easy to explain these discrepancies, as, for instance, 
why London-road should be least in signatures next to Ancoats, nor 
why St. George's should be above Deansgate. It must however be 
observed that Market-street district contains the dwellings of the more 
respectable shopkeepers. 

It is a fact worthy of notice, that while, in the attestation of births and 
deaths, the marks exceed the signatures by 20 per cent., the proportion 
is reversed in the attestation of marriages, the average proportion of 
signatures to marks beiug as 55 to 45. 

Here, however, there is a considerable difference. In the Collegiate 
Church records, the signatures are to marks as 50 * 5 to 49 • 5 ; in other 
places not churches, but including all the Catholic chapels, the pro- 
portion of signatures is 55*6; at St. Mary's Church it is 74 • 7, or nearly 
three- fourths. At St. John's 76' 5, above three -fourths ; and at other 
churches, in a few cases, as high as 82' 3. These facts would lead to the 
inference that the parties forming marriages are generally a better 
instructed and higher class than the average of the population, or that 
they are usually at a time of life when the effects of an early education 
have not been erased by disuse and neglect.* 

The calculation, it must be noticed, on births and deaths, includes 
21,845 persons, and that on marriages 26,392. 

It will not be uninstructive, and it cannot but be satisfactory, whilst 
exhibiting the deficiency in public education, to be able to prove its 
comparative improvement. During a period of six years, from 1807 to 
1812, there were married in the Collegiate Church of Manchester 7,505 
.couples Out of the 15,010 persons married, 5,254 signed their names, 
and 9,756 their marks. These numbers are in the proportion of 35 to 
65, the excess of marks amounting to 30 per cent. In the same church, 
during the two years in which the Registration Act has been in ope- 
ration, the signatures are as 55 to 45, an excess of signatures to the 
amount of 10 per cent. ; making the total difference in the two periods 
an increase in signatures over marks of 20 per cent. 
Table I. — Number of Births in each Quarter within the whole District. 



Quarters ended 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Twin Births. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


183T-38. 


1838-39 


30th Sept. . . 
31st Dec. . . 
31st March. . 
30th June . . 

Total . . 


553 
621 
743 

875 


501 
615 
706 
844 


1054 
1236 
1449 
1719 


834 
766 
852 
8.'i 1 


775 
725 
742 
813 


1609 
1491 
1)94 
1664 


11 
17 
17 
15 


11 
14 
19 

23 


2792 


2666 


5458 


3303 


3055 


63o S 


60f 


67 



* It has been suggested that the excess here noticed is caused by the entries of 
births and deaths being very frequently made by nurses and charwomen, and not 
by the parents themselves. 

f Exclusive of one triple birth. In the two years the twin and triple births 
gave 129 boys and 128 girls. 
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Table II.— Number of Births in each District during the entire Years. 



Districts. 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Twin Births. 


Males. 


Females. 


i 

Total. 


Males. 


Females 


Total. 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Ancoats . . . 
St. George's . 
Market-street . 
London-road . 
Deansgate . 

Total . . 


733 
552 

424 
602 
431 


713 
532 
391 
561 

469 


1446 
1084 

815 
1163 

950 


883 
726 
469 
596 
629 


808 
649 
428 
557 
613 


1691 
1375 
897 
1153 
1242 


17 
11 

9 

17 
7 


16 
22 
11 
7 
11 


2792 j 2666 


5458 


3303 


3055 


6358 


60 


67 



Table III. — Number of Deaths in each Quarter within the whole District. 



Quarters ended 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 

1238 
1646 
1749 
1601 


30th Sept. . . 
31st Dec. . . 
31st March. . 
30th June . 

Total . . 


630 
686 

876 
774 


613 
530 
791 
711 


1243 
1216 
1667 
1485 


638 
834 
892 
844 


600 

812 
857 
757 


2966 


2645 


5611 


3208 


3026 


6234 



Table IV. — Number of Deaths in each District during the entire Years. 



Districts. 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Males.' 


Females. 


Total. 

1444 
1155 
1338 
1184 
1113 


Ancoats. 
St. George's 
Market-street . 
London-road . 
Deansgate . . 

Total . . 


609 
484 
766 
566 
541 


607 
419 
534 
522 
563 


1216 
903 
1300 
1088 
1104 


750 
575 
717 
600 
566 


694 
580 
621 

584 
547 


2966 


2645 


56H 


3209 


3025 


6234 



Note, The number of deaths upon which a coroner's inquest was held was 263 in 1837-38, and 

298 in 1838-39. The number of deaths in the Intirnjary, which is situated in the Market-street 
district, was 520 in the two years ; the number in the workhouse, which is in the same district, was 
550 ; and the number in the fever wards, which are in the London-road district, was 427 in the 
same period. 
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Table V. — Principal Causes of Death Registered in each of the Two Years, 

ended 30th June 1839. 







1S3T-3S. 




183S 


-39. 










0> 


t3 








. 


Hi 


■3 










So 


J 


fi 


0) 








s 


p 


« 






en 


o 


■i 


c 






& 


o 


«i 


a 


a 






s 


a 


■a 


•a 

a 


eft 

C 


*£ 


o 


O 


■i 


a 


s 


■a 




<! 


«J 


s 


o 


a 


o 
Eh 


<! 


tW 


s 


-4 





H 


1 § 


f Small-pox . 


. 86 


63 


65 


77 


67 


358 


113 


101 


35 


90 


85 


424 


■a.2 • 


Measles . 


. 32 


18 


12 


30 


11 


103 


190 


105 


97 


119 


1'07 


618 


= ">4> 


Scarlatina 


6 


3 


4 


1 


7 


21 


38 


38 


29 


29 


10 


144 


- c ® < 


Croup . . 


. 22 


11 


19 


18 


18 


88 


17 


13 


8 


10 


10 


58 


.2 o S 

■K-o 


Hooping cough 


. 19 


10 


9 


30 


' 4 


72 


68 


48 


40 


46 


45 


247 


Diarrhoea 


. 47 


24 


15 


38 


30 


154 


17 


15 


10 


17 


28 


87 


3 a 


_ Fever . . 


. 58 


40 


73 


279 


56 


515 


44 


26 


46 


205 


25 


346 




270 


178 


197 


473 


193 


1311 


487 


346 


265 


516 


310 


1924 


g* 


Cephalitis . 


. 12 


13 


21 


4 


15 


65 


7 


11 


16 


5 


15 


54 


■S 


Hydrocephalus 


. 19 


29 


26 


19 


37 


13() 


23 


23 


43 


34 


24 


147 


<- £. 


Convulsions . 


. 185 


142 


64 


82 


105 


578 


177 


86 


84 


82 


108 


537 


s » 


Apoplexy 


. 10 


4 


17 


6 


4 


41 


6 


3 


14 


5 


3 


31 


» 2 <; 


Paralysis . 


2 


9 


27 


17 


7 


62 


2 


12 


18 


8 


7 


47 


0) > 


Epilepsy . . 


1 


1 


1 


J 


1 


5 


5 


4 


5 


1 


5 


20 


«£ 


Insanity . . 


1 


2 


10 


. . 


6 


19 


2 


1 


21 


1 


4 


29 


Delirium Treme 


is . • • 


1 


2 


, , 


. . 


3 


2 


3 


4 


. . 




9 




_ Disease of Brain, 


&c. .. 


•• 


6 


1 


5 


12 


1 


3 


7 


5 


4 


20 




230 


201 


174 


130 


180 


915 


225 


146 


212 


141 


170 


894 




r A sphyxia . 


1 






1 




2 


2 


10 


1 






13 


CO 


Bronchitis . 


1 


. . 


31 


7 


6 


45 


1 


, . 


23 


2 


. . 


26 


_c « 


Pneumonia . 


. 154 


61 


88 


76 


83 


462 


119 


96 


95 


78 


76 


464 


««o 


Pleurisy . 


. • • 


2 


4 


. , 


2 


8 


1 


6 


2 


6 


3 


18 


o w 


Hydrothorax 


. • • 


1 


16 


2 


2 


21 




3 


18 


4 


2 


27 


S s s 


Asthma . . 


. 37 


43 


39 


22 


20 


161 


31 


25 


38 


9 


33 


136 


S £ 


Haemoptysis 














3 


1 


3 


2 


3 


12 


•§'ai 

Q w 


Decline . . 


. 74 


71 


45 


41 


83 


314 


200 


36 


50 


77 


162 


525 


Consumption 


. 135 


118 


167 


96 


170 


686 


57 


93 


141 


80 


84 


455 


Disease of Lung 


s . •• 


1 


3 


26 


6 


36 


•• 


1 


6 


22 


2 


31 


Disease of Heart, &c. 


402 


297 


393 


271 


372 


1735 


414 


271 


377 


280 


365 


1707 


4 


5 


21 


8 


11 


49 


9 


4 


28 


2 


5 


48 


ss 


'Teething 


. 91 


39 


38 


28 


50 


246 


84 


79 


36 


37 


58 


294 


*?n 


Enteritis . 


. 25 


10 


22 


5 


23 


85 


17 


17 


18 


18 


24 


94 


"- A 


Tabes Mesenteri 


:a . . . 


, , 


4 


2 


. . 


6 


1 


i) 


1 


. . 




11 


• M 


Ulcer of Stomach 
















4 


10 


2 


2 


18 


§■£ 












1 


1 




2 


3 


2 


4 


II 


w cy 


Disease of Stomj 


ich. 5 




6 


4 


4 


19 


10 


5 


9 


7 


8 


39 


O.SP 
Q 


. Hernia . 


1 


3 


8 


•• 


3 


15 
















122 


52 


78 


39 


81 


372 


112 


116 


77 


66 


96 


467 
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Table V. — Principal Causes of Death, fyc. — continued. 



[July, 







183T-3S. 


lS:S8-39. 


Disease of Liver . 

Child-bed 

Rheumatism . 
Disease of Joints . 


oi 

o 

< 
3 


M 

3 

3 

a 


3 
V 

3 

s 

19 


13 
3 

3 

C 
3 
J 


Q 


t 


w 

"rt 
o 
<j 

a 

< 


ta 

bo 

3 
V 

o 


Id 

3 
M 

3 


« 

2 
c 

3 

£ 
O 


1 

B 
3 
Q 

1 


24 


4 


<J 


38 


4 


5 


11 


3 


9 


3 

7 

7 


8 

3 
16 
10 


7 


12 
10 

10 


39 


11 


10 


8 


5 

4 

4 


11 

8 
8 


45 
15 

15 


1 
I 

3 

5 


"l 

2 


21 
18 
15 

54 


2 
2 


1 
1 




29 

5-1 

5 
4 
6 
7 
5 
8 

8!) 


3 


f Dropsy . 
^ Mortification 

2 J< Intemperance 
a. 2 Atrophy . . 
73 Q Debility . . 
[ Premature Birth 




32 

2 

"l 

8 

43 


21 

2 

1 
9 
6 
1 

40 


25 
3 

7 

11 

2 
62 


30 

2 
1 
2 

26 
61 


162 
12 
12 
11 
30 
49 
19 

295 


42 
2 
2 
1 

'io 

12 


30 
1 

2 

16 
70 


48 

10 

8 

2 

3 

11 

11 

93 


19 
5 
2 
3 
3 

36 
4 

72 


27 
3 
6 
3 

'25 
2 


166 
21 
18 
11 
22 

152 
29 

419 




69 


119 


66 


6fi 


18 
36 


22 
47 


14 
30 


8 

2'' 


125 
142 


1 
69 


49 4 
21 45 


8 
26 


14 
24 


76 
185 




66 


54 


69 


44 


37 


270 


70 


70 


49 


34 


38 


261 


34 

1188 
28 

1216 


21 

861 
42 

903 


134 

1211 
89 

1300 


16 

1057 
31 

1088 


26 

992 
112 

1104 


231 

5309 
302 


29 

1430 
14 

1444 


18 

1107 

48 

1155 


141 

1262 
76 

1338 


19 

1142 
42 

1184 


27 

1097 
16 

1113 


234 

6038 
196 


Total of above . 
Other Diseases . 


Total Diseases . 


• 


5611 


6234t 
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Table VIII. — Number of Marriages in each Quarter. 
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Quarters ended 


183T-38. 


Per-Centage 

Proportion 

in each Quarter. 


1838-39. 


Per-Centage 

Proportion 

in each Quarter. 


30th Sept. . . 
31st Dec. . 
31st March. . 
30th June . . 

Total . . 


751 
992 
700 
788 


23'2 
30-7 
21-7 
24-4 


889 

1000 

678 

800 


26-4 
29-7 
20-1 
23-8 


3231 


100- 


3367 


100- 



Table IX. — Number of Marriages in each Place, distinguishing whether 
by Licence, Banns, or Certificate. 



Places. 


1831-38. 


1838-39. 


Licences 


Banns. 


Certifi- 
cates. 


Total. 


Licences 


Bauns. 


Certifi- 
cates. 


Total. 


Collegiate Church 
St. John's . 
St. Mary's . . . 
Other Churches . 

Total . . 
Other Places . 

Total . . 


210 

93 

16 

1 


2275 
245 
179 

7 


14 
4 
1 


2499 

342 

196 

8 


203 

79 

16 

3 


2404 

256 

159 

20 


11 
1 
1 

2 


2618 
336 
176 

25 


320 

10 

330 


2706 


19 
176 


3045 
186 


301 
6 


2839 


15 
206 


3155 

212 


2706 


195 


3231 


307 


2839 


221 


3367 



Note. In the first year 445, and in the second year 495 individuals were minors. 



Table TL.— Number and relative Proportion of Signatures and Marks upon 
the Registration of Births and Deaths (both united) in each District. 



Districts. 


183T-38. 


1838-39. 


Per 
Centage 
Proportion 

of 
Signatures 

in the 
Two Years. 


Signa- 
tures. 


Marks. 


Pel 

Centage 
Proportion 

of 
Signatures. 


Signa- 
tures. 


Marks. 


Per 

Centage 

Proportion 

of 
Signatures. 


Ancoats • • 
St. George's . 
Market-street . . 
London-road . . 
Deansgate. . . 

Total . . 


649 
830 
882 
639 
'.32 


1977 
1128 
653 
1353 
1080 


24-7 
42-4 
57-4 
32-0 
46-3 


855 
1091 
1051 

774 
1005 


2239 
1412 
631 
1354 
1310 


27-6 
43-5 
62-4 
36-3 
43-4 

40-7 


26-1 
43- 
59-9 
34-1 

44-8 


3932 


6191 


38-8 


4776 


6946 


39-7 
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Table XI. — A similar Table of Signatures and Marks upon the Registra- 
tion of Marriages. 



Places- 


1S3T-38. 


1838-39. 


Per- 
centage 
Proportion 

of 
Signatures 

in ttie 
Two Years. 


Signa- 
tures. 


Marks. 


Per 

Centage 
Proportion 

of 
Signatures. 


Signa- 
tures. 


Marks. 


Per 

Centage 
Proportion 

of 
Signatures. 


Collegiate Church 
St. John's 
St. Mary's . . . 
Other Churches . 
Other Places . 

Total . . 


5075 
1100 

594 
28 

415 


4921 

268 

190 

4 

329 


50-8 
80-4 
7', -7 
87-5 
55-7 


5262 
977 
519 

77 
471 


5210 

367 

185 

23 

377 


50-2 

72-7 

73-7 

77- 

55-5 


50-5 
76-5 
74-7 
82-3 
55-6 


7212 


5712 


55-8 


7306 


6162 


54-2 


55- 



On the Population Bill now before Parliament for taking the Census 

o/1841. 

A national census is among the most important statistical operations 
which a Government can execute, as its results must form the base for 
administrative and economical measures of the highest importance, and 
supply the elements of almost every statistical investigation. It is there- 
fore a matter of great importance that the next census of the United 
Kingdom should be as complete as possible. The Report contained in 
the last number of the Journal will prove that the Council of the Statis- 
tical Society of London have endeavoured to awaken public attention to 
the subject. The Bill for providing for the census is now before the 
House of Commons. As originally introduced, it was framed upon the 
Acts of former years, and aimed at obtaining the same amount of in- 
formation, with the addition of the ages of the population, omitted in the 
preceding census. An attempt was also made, for the first time, to as- 
certain the annual value of the assessable property in the country ; but 
this was to be obtained in a manner that could only lead to error, namely, 
by guesses on the part of the persons employed to take the census. 

The same cumbrous machinery as heretofore was to be used, with the 
exception that the relieving officers were to be employed in the Poor Law 
unions. The clerks of the peace and the town clerks were to receive 
the Act and Forms, and to transmit them to the high constables, who 
were to deliver them to the overseers and relieving officers, who 
were to make the enumerati n, and to deliver abstracts for each parish to 
the justices of the peace, to be forwarded by them to the Secretary of 
State. The improved facilities afforded by the new Poor Law and 
new Registration systems were almost entirely overlooked. These im- 
perfections could hardly escape notice, even if the Report of this Society 
had not called attention to the defects of former censuses and to existing 
means of improvement. Considerable interest was excited on the sub- 
ject, and the whole Bill has since been remodelled by the Government. 
The following are its main provisions : — 

The whole census is to be conducted by the Registrar-General and 
one or more Commissionei s to be appointed for the purpose, who shall 
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prepare the necessary forms, and direct and control the persons em- 
ployed. In England the Registrars are to superintend the inquiry. 
They are to divide their districts into sections of a convenient size, and 
to appoint a qualified enumerator for each to be approved by the Super- 
intendent Registrar. These enumerators are to take an account of the 
name, sex, age, and occupation, of every person in their district, and to 
ascertain whether they were bom in the parish or county ; also of the 
houses, inhabited, building, and uninhabited, distinguishing all places of 
religious worship ; and these returns, not abstracted, but in extenso, 
when examined by the Registrars, and further approved by the Su- 
perintendent Registrars, are to be forwarded to the Commissioners 
for the purpose of abstraction. The attempt to obtain an uncertain 
valuation of property is abandoned. It is obvious that these are 
great improvements in the system. First, the officers employed are 
all under one control, acting upon an uniform system, and qualified 
by their previous occupations, or selected, for the duty. The returns 
are to be made in extenso, and can therefore be checked and cor- 
rected. The abstracts will be made upon one well-digested system ; 
and as the original returns will be kept, any further combination of par- 
ticulars may be prepared. As the Registration system is not extended 
to Scotland, the old machinery is to be used there, but the same inform- 
ation in the improved form will be obtained. The domestic condition, 
religious persuasion, and health of the population, recommended in the 
Report as fit objects of inquiry, are omitted, leaving thus only room for 
regret that the census, although nearly perfect in its method, is not so 
extensive in its objects as might be desired. 



PROCEEDINGS OF STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Sixth Ordinary Meeting, Monday, April 20, 1840. 

Thomas Tooke, Esq., "V.-P., in the Chair. 

The Chairman announced that His Royal Highness Prince Albert had 
been graciously pleased to accept the appointment of Patron. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as candidates for admission : 
Philip Pusey, Esq., M.P., Grosvenor-square ; and Charles Bird, Esq., 
Thavies-inn. The following gentlemen were elected : William Ratray, 
Esq., James Luke, Esq., Walter Ruding Deverell, Esq. 

The paper read was " On the Sickness and Mortality in Western 
Africa," by Major Tulloch. 

This paper, which was mainly founded upon the Report of Major 
Tulloch, on the Sickness and Mortality of the Troops in Western Africa, 
recently presented to Parliament, contains information relating to the 
settlement of Sierra Leone, Gambia, Cape Castle, &c, similar in nature 
to that which has appeared in Reports upon other British dependencies, 
published in previous numbers of the Journal. 

Seventh Ordinary Meeting. Monday, May 18, 1840. 

Woronzow Greig, Esq., F.R.S., in the Chair. 

The Hon. Richard Carleton, of 25, Bruton-street ; Thomas Mason, 
Esq., of Copt Hewick, near Ripon ; were proposed as candidates for 
admission: and Charles Bird, Esq., and Philip Pusey, Esq., M.P., 
were elected Fellows. 



